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Europeans but also to Hyderabad itself. For retribu-
tion would not have been long in coming, and, indeed,
the history of Hyderabad as a separate state might never
have been written from that date. As events turned out,
however, it was proved that His Highness the Nizam and
his Government had remained a staunch ally to the
British throughout the Mutiny. This service rendered
in the hour of need was not forgotten. The Nizam and
the British Government realized from Salar Jung's master-
stroke that in him they had: a strong man and they were
not slow in recognizing his worth and the following year,
honours were awarded, first to the Nizam and then to
Salar Jung.

Shortly after the mutiny in Hyderabad, it was decided
to send a brigade formed of troops of the Hyderabad
Contingent to act with the British troops in quelling the
rising. This was an antidote to local irritation, and the
success obtained by the Hyderabad soldiers greatly
pleased their relatives, who promptly transferred their
sympathies to the campaign in which their kinsmen were
engaged.

No chieftain, except the Rajah of Shorapur, saw any
reason to question the Nizam's judgment in this matter.
The Rajah was a yotith who had squandered his capital,
financial, mental and physical, in orgies of wild dissipa-
tion and debauch. A rumour reached him that the Brit-
ish were about to disarm his state, and, intoxicated by
promises held out to him by seditionists, the Rajah
resolved to raise an army of rebels, levying Rohillas and
Arab mercenaries for this purpose. On hearing this,
Salar Jung issued an order that anyone taking service
under the Rajah of Shorapur did so at the peril of losing
any property he possessed in Hyderabad. The Resident
at the same time sent an expeditionary force commanded